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Second Call for Proposals for Pilot Research Projects, Conferences, or Travel 

Proposals to Improve the Lives of Children and Families Affected by Congenital Zika Syndrome 

Coordinated by the University of Pittsburgh Graduate School of Public Health 

 

Cura Zika is an international alliance formed to support research addressing the epidemic of Zika virus infections. Cura Zika 
builds on Pitt Public Health’s long-standing collaboration with FIOCRUZ, the Brazilian Ministry of Health’s Fundação Oswaldo 
Cruz Foundation, the most prominent science and technology health institution in Latin America. Cura Zika – which means 
“Cure Zika” in both Portuguese and Spanish – awards funding to scientists and care providers performing important research 
on Zika.  

 

The epidemic of Congenital Zika Syndrome (CZS) erupted in Brazil late 2015.  Although 
the incidence of new CZS cases has decreased, at least for now, thousands of already-
affected one-year-old children are now living with CZS. The survival rate among CZS 
infants appears to be comparable to unaffected children. However, in addition to 
microcephaly, infants with CZS are experiencing serious developmental problems, 
including intractable seizures, vision abnormalities, dysphagia, muscle spasms, and 
joint deformities. Care for CZS children puts financial and psychological stresses on 
parents and families, and poses challenges to health delivery systems. 

 

In this Second Call, applications are sought for research, scientific meetings or conferences, or travel aimed at improving 
the lives of children and families affected by Congenital Zika Syndrome. Proposals are encouraged that will address the 
common health and social problems affecting children with Congenital Zika Syndrome, or that affect their families and 
care givers. 

 

 Pilot research projects will be funded up to $40,000 for one year. Examples may include documentation of the 
dimensions and magnitude of the problem, mapping and health systems research, needs assessment, improved 
availability of health care services  (physical therapy, social work, etc), or improvements in treatments for 
developmental problems of CZS (seizures, vision, swallowing, muscle spasms, joint deformities, etc).  

 Scientific meetings and conferences will be funded up to $20,000 in one year.  Conference topics should be similar to 
those for the pilot research grants.  

 Travel between Pittsburgh and Recife will also be funded, up to $4,000 per person per year.  

 

Eligibility 
Faculty members or post-doctoral scholars with a full-time (at least 50%) appointment at the University of Pittsburgh or the 
Fundação Oswaldo Cruz Foundation may apply.  Close collaborations with clinical health delivery and rehabilitation units in 
Recife, Brazil are encouraged.  

 

Process 
Applications must include a completed cover sheet and should be sent to CuraZika@pitt.edu (Subject line: Proposal) by close 
of business on February 1, 2017. The cover sheet is available at www.CuraZika.pitt.edu.  

1. Pilot Grant  Application 
a. Abstract (½ page maximum, single spaced, ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman font) 

i. Specific aims 
ii. Brief background 

iii. Summary of methods 
iv. Future use of the data 

b. Proposal (3 pages maximum, single spaced, ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman font) 
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i. Specific aims  
ii. Background and significance 

iii. Innovation 
iv. Preliminary data (not required)  
v. Experimental design and methods  

vi. Expected outcomes and scientific future plans 
c. Bibliography  
d. Budget and justification (1 page maximum ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman font) 

Note that salary will not be supported. 
e. Facilities and other resources 
f. Equipment  
g. NIH format biosketch for principal investigator and all co-investigators 

2. Scientific Meetings and Conference Grants 
a. Abstract (½ page maximum, single spaced, ½ inch margins, 11pt Ariel or 12pt Times New Roman font) 
b. Conference Plan (5 pages maximum, single spaced, ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman 

font) 

i. Target audience 
ii. Objectives, specific program (including topics and proposed speakers), and expected outcomes  

iii. Identify recent conferences and describe how the proposed conference is different  
iv. Describe logistics (date, location, lodging, etc.) and strategies for publicizing conference  

c. Budget and Budget Justification (1 page maximum ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman 

font) Note that salary will not be supported. 

d. NIH format biosketch for principal investigator and all co-investigators 

3. Travel Grants 
a. Destination and rationale for travel (2 pages maximum, single spaced. ½ inch margins 11pt Arial or 12pt 

Times New Roman font) 
b. Budget and justification (1 page maximum ½ inch margins, 11pt Arial or 12pt Times New Roman font) 

Note that salary will not be supported. 

c. NIH format biosketch for principal investigator and all co-investigators 
 

Review and Notification 

Applications will be reviewed by the Cura Zika Advisory Board and scored for scientific merit.  Scoring will be used to 
determine funding. Final funding decision will be made by April 1, 2017, and applicants will receive email notification of the 
funding decision on or before April 3, 2017. 

 

Awardee Requirements 

Funded applicants must submit a final report no later than April 3, 2018. Instructions for the final report will be included in 
the letter of award. In addition, each pilot grant awardee must present their results (15 minute talk; 5 minute questions) at a 
Pitt Public Health Grand Round event.  Awardees must acknowledge financial support from the Cura Zika Pilot Grant Program 
in any publication, presentation or press release related to this research. 

 

Key Dates 

 Call for proposals released on December 1, 2016. 

 Proposals due by close of business on February 1, 2017.  Submit to CuraZika@pitt.edu, subject line: Proposal. 

 All applicants will be notified of funding decision via email on or before April 3, 2017. 

 A final report is due on or before April 3, 2018. 

 
Questions 
Questions should be sent to CuraZika@pitt.edu, subject line: Pilot Grant Question.   
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